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be an Indian empire in a real sense. It tried to
derive its strength from almost all the elements
of Indian population; Hindus as well as Muslims
contributed to its development, and the Pathans,
the Turks, the Persians, the Arabs, and the
Hindus all helped to build up its military great-
ness, its financial stability, and its artistic gran-
deur. Again, for a long time it remained secular,
that is to say, it did not mix up religion with
matters concerning the State. It encouraged the
study of the history and the sacred books of
the Hindus in order to understand them. It
fostered the development of the fine arts such as
painting and architecture, and gave a new style
in dress, gardening, and other matters. At the
same time, in the days of the Mughals India
came to be more and more in touch with the
world outside* Indians no longer lived apart from
the other nations of the world but came to in-
fluence and be influenced by the people living on
the continents of Asia and Europe.
Of all the Mughal emperors who ruled over
India the most illustrious was Akbar. His father
Huinayun was in flight in the deserts of
when Akbar was born on 23rd November,
Since Humayun had no settled abode and had to
fly from one place to another, he left Akfoar 'rind
his mother m the court of Hmdal, oae of his
ywuger brothers, who was the iute,<tf .J10^
Akbar lived under the roof of his uacfe for a few